
 

 

March 15, 2024 
 
Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A2 
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca 
 
Hon. Marc Miller, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6 
Marc.Miller@parl.gc.ca, Minister@cic.gc.ca  
 

Dear Prime Minister and Minister Miller: 
 

Re:  Regularize All Undocumented People and Ensure Permanent Resident 
Status for All Migrants  

 
About us 
 
I write on behalf of the West Coast Legal Education and Action Fund Association (West 
Coast LEAF). We are a BC-based legal non-profit organization with a mandate to 
achieve an intersectional vision of gender equality using litigation, law reform, and 
public legal education strategies. West Coast LEAF’s work cuts across six 
interconnected areas: advancing access to healthcare, access to justice, economic 
security, promoting freedom from gender-based violence, supporting child and family 
well-being, and ensuring protection for the rights of those who are criminalized. West 
Coast LEAF’s work is collaborative and engaged with communities that have 
experienced gendered harm. 
 
 
Overview  
 
We understand that this spring, The Honourable Marc Miller, Minister of Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship (Minister) will be presenting a proposal to Cabinet regarding 
the regularization of undocumented migrants. This follows The Right Honourable Prime 
Minister’s 2021 Mandate Letter to the Minister asking him to explore ways of 
“regularizing status” for undocumented migrants. While undocumented migrants are an 
essential part of Canada’s economic fabric, they face many barriers related to 
employment, housing, healthcare, etc., due to their lack of status.1 
                                                                                                    
We were pleased to see that the Mandate Letter to the Minister highlighted the 
importance of using an intersectional lens in the creation of programs and policies.2 As 
such, an inclusive regularization program must account for the distinct experiences of 
undocumented migrants who are marginalized on the basis of their gender identity and 
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expression, including cis women, trans people of all genders, and gender non-binary 
people.3 
 
West Coast LEAF calls on you to create a comprehensive regularization program that 
allows all undocumented people to apply for permanent resident status immediately. 
This urgency is warranted as two pilot permanent residency programs will expire this 
June.4 Further, im/migrants are being held unfairly responsible for the deepening (and 
manufactured) housing unaffordability crisis across the country5, with the federal 
government capping study permits6 and freezing the number of new permanent 
residents.7 This scapegoating must be firmly rejected in the design and implementation 
of the regularization program.  
 
 
Regularization is a matter of equity   
 
Undocumented migrants are especially vulnerable to workplace exploitation as a direct 
consequence of their lack of status. Regularization is an important step toward helping 
address unsafe work conditions, lack of recourse to regulatory or complaint 
mechanisms, and barriers to accessing healthcare and other social services.8 
Employers of migrant workers largely operate with impunity as workers fear (for good 
reason) that advocating for themselves or reporting unsafe working conditions will result 
in deportation.9 For instance, migrant caregivers generally pay high/predatory 
recruitment fees and are subject to sexual violence and harassment.10 
 
An inclusive regularization program is part of ensuring gender justice. The lack of status 
is gendered and, as such, requires an intersectional feminist response. A federal 
regularization program without a feminist lens will reinforce existing oppressive power 
dynamics and perpetuate the vulnerabilities of women and people marginalized by their 
gender.11 Canada’s international commitments, including as a signatory to the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women impose 
certain obligations on the government.12 This includes an obligation to ensure that 
appropriate action is taken to eliminate discrimination against women. For instance, 
im/migrant and racialized women are likely to remain in abusive situations or in unsafe 
housing conditions and are also more likely to experience gender-based violence.13 
 
Regularization will provide undocumented migrants with a path out of legal limbo and 
provide a fair, just, and sustainable foundation for the future. Migrant workers are a vital 
part of our nation’s prosperity. They are members of our communities. Canada relies on 
migrants for its economic sustainability. Regularizing status for migrants will improve 
work conditions and health outcomes. Research shows that people with precarious 
immigration status delay seeking help, including seeking medical help.14 This is 
concerning for many reasons, but especially because undocumented migrants’ 
precarious status is a cause of poor physical and mental health outcomes. For instance, 
fearing deportation or detention, and anxiety about how to pay for medical care if they 
are ill, contributes to their poor mental health.15 Exploiting the labour of migrants, but 
refusing them a pathway to status is unfair.  



 

 

 
For the reasons outlined above, we urge you to immediately create a comprehensive 
and inclusive regularization program available for all undocumented people to apply for 
permanent resident status.  
 
Recommendation  
 
West Coast LEAF endorses the path for regularization outlined by Migrant Rights 
Network, which is enclosed with this correspondence.  
At a minimum the following should be included in the federal governments approach:  
 

1. A broadly inclusive program without any caps on the number of applicants, 
geographical restrictions or restrictions based on industry of work. 

2. A simple, easily accessible application process.  
3. An interim program for migrant caregivers in Canada to apply for permanent 

resident status without educational accreditation or language test score 
requirements.  

4. Clarity and advance notice of the requirements of the regularization program.  
5. Consultation with impacted communities to ensure that the program reflects their 

lived reality and practical needs. 
6. End tied work permits and hours of work limits for international students.  

 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Bety Tesfay 
Staff Lawyer 
 
 
Cc: Migrant Rights Network  
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